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ABOUT VAMOS THEATRE
Boy on the Roof is presented by Vamos Theatre. Our actors 
wear masks that cover their faces. During the show, they change 
masks to become different characters. There are no words: 
instead, our actors use their bodies and movement to tell the 
story. There is music and sound to go along with the action.

WELCOME!
This is a visual guide that introduces the characters and story of Boy on the Roof. 
It is for anyone who wants to know the story before coming and may be useful, in 
particular, to audience members on the autistic spectrum, or those with sensory or 
communication disorders or learning disabilities.

ABOUT BOY ON THE ROOF
Boy on the Roof is the story of Liam, a 
teenager with ADHD (a condition which 
affects someone’s ability to adjust their 
attention). Liam lives on Cooper St 
with his mum and dad. His neighbour 
is a 91-year-old man called Albert. Boy 
on the Roof is about the friendship 
between Liam and Albert, and about 
what it’s like to live with ADHD.
There is a soundtrack playing 
throughout the show. It is not at a loud 
level, but audience members who are 
sensitive to sound may wish to bring 
headphones.

CHILLED PERFORMANCES
All Vamos Theatre shows are chilled 
performances. What does this mean? 
It means we understand that paying 
attention doesn’t look the same for 
everyone. For many people, sitting 
still and quiet and never leaving their 
seat can be uncomfortable, painful, 
or impossible. So, at a Vamos Theatre 
show, you are welcome to move and 
make noise, whatever helps you focus 
and enjoy the show. We also ask that 
everyone in our audience is respectful 
towards each other, the performers and 
all staff.
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SCENE 1: (THIS IS A FILM)
We meet the people who live in Cooper 
St. We see how closely people live and 
how different their lives are. After the 
film, we meet teenager Liam, standing 
on the roof, which is his safe space.

SCENE 2:
Liam and his parents, Brian and Jenny, 
are watching TV. We begin to see the 
difficulties and stresses that are taking 
place in the family.

SCENE 3: 
We meet Albert for the first time.  
Albert is 91 years old and lives alone. 
We learn that he is lonely and misses 
his wife, Maureen, who has died.



BOY ON THE ROOF. VISUAL STORY GUIDE   4

SCENE 4: (THIS IS A FILM) 
We see the people who live in Cooper 
Street, this time on a Sunday evening.

SCENE 5: 
It’s 8.15 on Monday morning; Jenny 
Baxter is trying to get Liam ready for 
school. Next door but one, Albert’s 
house is quiet and still – he plays chess 
with Maureen and gets ready to take 
flowers to her grave. 

SCENE 6:
Liam hides his bad school report from 
his dad. When he sees it, Liam’s dad is 
furious. Liam shows his dad the football 
trophy he’s won, but he doesn’t want 
to know about it. Albert comes round 
for help with his mobile phone. Liam 
teaches him how to use it, and they 
begin to enjoy each other’s company.
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SCENE 7:
Out in the street, Liam accidentally hits 
Albert on the head with a football. Liam 
helps Albert back home. Albert offers 
to teach Liam how to play chess. Liam 
plays Albert his favourite music, but 
Albert prefers his own. Liam gets a text 
saying it’s time for tea.

SCENE 8: (THIS IS A FILM)
It’s Saturday night and the students 
are having a party, which can be heard 
through the whole street. Sister Pauline, 
the nurse, helps the students when 
one of them has a bad experience with 
drugs.

SCENE 9:
Liam’s football goes into the Spencer’s 
garden – (the Spencers are the family 
who have the crying baby). Liam calls 
round to get his football back. Liam 
calls round to get it back. When he’s 
there, he manages to settle the baby 
and Simon Spencer is really impressed.
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SCENE 10:
Liam and Albert’s friendship is growing. 
They are having fun together and 
enjoying each other’s favourite things, 
from chess to virtual reality to smoking 
spliff. But Liam pushes it too far for 
Albert and he asks him to leave.

SCENE 11:
Liam is really upset that he’s messed 
things up with Albert. He tries to 
get to sleep but he can’t. His ADHD 
means his head will not stop thinking, 
replaying and repeating things that 
have happened.

SCENE 12:
Liam’s school sends his parents a text 
saying he has been suspended. When 
Liam comes home, they are angry 
with him. Liam feels misunderstood. 
Simon (the neighbour with the crying 
baby) rings the doorbell. He wants a 
babysitter and thinks Liam will do a 
great job. Liam is left with the baby, 
who won’t stop crying.
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SCENE 13: (THIS IS A FILM)
Liam’s mum is hoovering the house. 
Outside, the neighbours are pointing 
at Liam, who is up on the roof. More 
neighbours come and try to get Jenny’s 
attention. Finally, Liam’s dad comes 
home and tells Jenny to come outside.

SCENE 14:
Liam is up on the roof. Albert climbs 
up and asks him to come down but 
then sees how beautiful it is there. 
Next, Liam’s dad Brian climbs up – he 
is scared of heights and finds it hard. 
Brian gives Liam some football boots 
to say he is proud of him. The baby 
starts to cry – Liam has brought her 
onto the roof. At first Albert and Brian 
are really worried, but they realise that 
she is ok. Brian calms the baby and 
Liam sees a softer side to his dad.

AT THE END OF THE SHOW: 
At the end of the show our actors 
will join hands and bow. When this 
happens the audience might clap their 
hands. They may even whoop to show 
they have enjoyed themselves. You can 
join in with them if you like, but you 
don’t have to.

THANK YOU FOR COMING 
If you want to read more about Vamos 
Theatre and our shows, you can visit 
our website or visit us on Facebook, 
Twitter/X and Instagram.

Twitter/X:  @Vamostheatre
Facebook: VamosTheatre
Instagram: @vamostheatre
Website: www.vamostheatre.co.uk


